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Membership rates 2010 – 2011

 Joining Fee:  $10.00  Country:  $45.00
 Full (age ≥ 18):  $53.00  Student (full time; age ≥ 18): $45.00
 Family:  $53.00  Corporate:   $90.00
 Junior (age ≤ 17):  $30.00 

The Membership Year runs from 1 April to 31 March.
Quarterly pro-rata rates apply to new members after 30 June each year.

All correspondence and membership enquires should be addressed to:
The Honorary Secretary, SARMA Inc., P.O. Box 4, Prospect, S.A., 5082.

SARMA Telephone InfoLine: (08) 8411 5500

Visit our web site at <http://www.sarma.asn.au> for more information and a membership form.
Webmaster: Peter Michalak <petemichalak1987@gmail.com>

“Buffer Stop” Contributions
Email address: <bufferstop@internode.on.net>

We welcome contributions from members. Articles and photographs may be emailed to the address given 
above; they can also be submitted on paper. Members who forward articles written by, or photographs 
taken by, a third party are asked to obtain permission for their publication. Contributions may be subject 
to editing. Neither the Association nor the Editors accept any liability for the content or presentation of 
notices, articles and advertisements submitted for inclusion in the Buffer Stop other than those submitted 
by the Committee on behalf of the membership. Nor do the Association and the Editors necessarily 
subscribe to the views expressed or implied by contributors. The Editors reserve the right to refuse 
acceptance of any material that is considered unsuitable for publication. Material may have to be held 
over to a later edition. 

Advertising rates: full page $40, half page $20, quarter page $10.
The deadline for each issue is the last Friday of the previous month.

Committee Members 2010 − 2011

President: 
 Hugh Williams  Phone: 8271 5327
 email: hswilliams@optusnet.com.au

Layout Director:
 Dean Schluter  Phone: 8336 1802
 email: dean.schluter@bigpond.com

Vice President (Special Projects): 
 Iain Kennedy Ph: 0417 844 214
 email: sarails@bigpond.com

Exhibition Layout Director:
 Bob Houston Phone: 8268 7813
 email: bobhouston@adam.com.au

Vice President (Administration):
 Roger Wheeler Phone: 8356 9044
 email: rawheeler.grange@hotmail.com

Maintenance Director:
 David Vander Linden Phone: 0419 847 619
 email: david@vanderlinden.id.au

Secretary:
 Peter Pickering Phone: 8344 7625
 email: peterp23@bigpond.com

Social Director:
 Barrie Mackinnon Phone: 8298 8571
 email: barrie@picknowl.com.au

Treasurer:
 Gordon Chaplin Phone: 8261 9736
 email: gordon.chaplin@bigpond.com

Editors:
 Harry Rush Phone: 0403 815 224
 email: jywhittaker@optusnet.com.au

 Chris Marlow Phone: 8362 3484
 email: marlowc@internode.on.net

Librarian:
 Allan Norris Phone: 8346 1742
 email: addnor@optusnet.com.au

AMRE Representatives: Peter Pickering; Phone: 8344 7625; email: peterp23@bigpond.com
 Allan Norris; Phone: 8346 1742; email: addnor@optusnet.com.au

The Library may be accessed in the adjacent shed before the club meeting.

SARMA Inc. meets on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of each month at 7.30 p.m in the ‘Log Cabin’ 
building on Lyons Road, Dernancourt, at the corner of Balmoral Road. Modelling nights are held on 
other Wednesday nights in the shed adjacent to the log cabin. See the Diary on Page 2 for details.

UBD Map 96 Ref D12: the red Scout symbol marks our clubroom.
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Down the Track…

April 15 - 17:
 SARMA RailShow
 Golden Grove

May 28:
 SARMA Birthday Bus Trip
 to Goolwa and Clayton

June 11 - 13 Long Weekend:
 Adelaide Model Railway 
 Exhibition

September 2-11:
 Royal Adelaide Show
 Grain Board Layout

November 20:
 SARMA Swapmeet
 Windsor Gardens Vocational
 College Gym, Danby Avenue

 Cover Photo:
Another picture from the secret S.A.R. tunnel deep beneath the Adelaide Railway Casino.
It is of a prototype “2T” class Fairlie locomotive, but on its trial run it ripped itself apart 
because the designer forgot to reverse one engine, so they stuck tenders on, and the “T” class 
was born. The picture was found by  our intrepid secret schpy with the uncrackable code name 
of Dale Schunter.

Contents
 3 Minutes of the January meeting
 4 From The Buffer Stop Archives
 6 SAR Stations Puzzle Answers
 7 Library Report
 9 Photo Page
 10 SARMA Sales

 12 Sandown Report
 16 SARMA Visits Frank Kelly
 17 DCC Demonstration at Sandown
 19 SARMA Website
 20 Porter Leigh’s Puzzle Page
 21 RailShow Poster

The Model Railroader magazine has as its slogan “Model Railroading is Fun!” There are 
times when most of us have thought that it should be “Model Railroading is Frustrating!”

Tim’s report on the trip to the Sandown exhibition indicates that “Model Railroading is 
Both!”

One suspects that Tim, as the newbie on the trip, was therefore automatically  dobbed in to 
write the report, and he has tried to make sure that he will never be asked again. This may 
have backfired on him, as those who went on the trip and who have read his report suggest 
that Tim now has a job for life. Frustrating, isn’t it?

Diary

Wed 13 April: General Meeting
  Entertainment: John Gordon
Fri 15 April -
Sun 17 April: 

Wed 20 April: Modelling Night/Layout Night

Wed 27 April: Modelling Night/Layout Night

Fri 29 April: Committee Meeting:
  Host: David vander Linden @ Dean’s

Wed 4 May: Modelling Night/Layout Night

Wed 11 May: General Meeting
  Entertainment:

SARMA RailShow @ Golden Grove
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Meeting opened at 7.43 p.m. by Hugh Williams.
Members in attendance: 47
Apologies: 2
Visitors: 3 (John Evans, Bob Burton, Eddie 
Jackson)
Minutes of previous meeting: Moved Peter 
Pickering, Seconded Richard Ash, Carried
Outstanding Actions and Business arising: nil
Correspondence in: 
• End of the Line Hobbies – Voucher

Telstra – Info Line Message Bank account 
Australia Post – PO box account.
Elders – Insurance account
Various – Membership renewals

Correspondence out: nil
Business from correspondence: nil
Finance: Financial statements presented
Accept financial report: Moved Gordon Chaplin, 
Seconded Trevor Carter.
Reports:
Premises – no progress
Exhibition Layout – Loaded and working. 
Reminder that members going to Sandown to have 
$90 cash for accommodation to be collected on bus. 
Royal Show layout – David Jameson requested 
sawdust for dyeing to simulate canola.
Club Layout – nil report
Social – Goolwa trip discussed – refer page 8 of 
BufferStop.
BufferStop – Archives editor – Don Snow will do 
April then the task will be split into years. David 
VanderLinden will do the 10 year part, Peter 
Michalak the 20 year and Don Snow the 50 year. 30 
and 40 year parts still awaiting volunteers.
Library – Refer BufferStop.
Maintenance – nil report
Bulk buys – Iain has been offered 5 pack M van 
kits for $85
Special Projects: 
Swapmeet - 27th March 2011 at Enfield High 
School Gym. Progressing well. Hall hire cost as last  
year. 47 traders have booked and paid. Others have 
applied but have not yet paid. At least ten members 
volunteered to be at venue at 7.00am for setting up.
RailShow - 15/16/17 April 2011 at the Golden 
Grove Recreation Centre. Complimentary passes 
available. Four wheel drive still required for 
transporting miniature railway. Forms available for 
second-hand table. 
AMRE - February minutes available for viewing by 
members. 

General Business: 
Strathalbyn & Lakes Tourist Assoc. - Hobbies & 
More - Town Hall, High St. Appears to be display 
and sales with a hobby theme. 12/13 March clashes 
with Sandown trip; should be interesting for those 
not going to Sandown. 
Reminder: Subs are due. Please fill in forms 
completely.
Anglicare have requested speaker for clients at 
Elizabeth.
Iain reported success for Overland film at Para 
Vista Primary School.
Brian Woods thanked those members who assisted 
in his move.
Whib mentioned the use of Weldbond but thought 
that availability was restricted.
Chris advised that he has a collection of containers 
(film canisters, etc.) for disposal.
Show & tell:
• Bob Burton showed a diorama with coal stages, 

narrow gauge ON wagons with magnetic loads 
for easy removal

• Hugh Williams showed a train of ON wagons and 
an incomplete n.g. Brake Van

• Alistair Whibley showed a water tower which 
dispensed real water

• Matt Lavista showed a Flying Scotsman with 
double tender as used in the US, old and new teak 
coaches (for quality comparison), an observation 
car, an N scale Coffee Pot, progress on his 
0-2-2-2 tank loco and a book on railways of 
Malta

• Paul Mackinnon showed a dead live steam engine 
and spun a yarn about a train set

• Peter Pickering showed a new book on the 
railways of the Otway Ranges (Vic)

• Jeremy Kemp showed a $15 gandy dancer from 
Orient Express.

Break: Meeting suspended at 8.45 p.m. for approx 
25 minutes.
Raffle: 
Grn F29 Jeremy Kemp  Tool kit
Grn F50 Rod Elvey  Voucher
Grn F69 Peter Pickering Watch
Blu A77 Matt Lavista  Couplers
Grn F70 Don Snow  Knife
Grn F41 Peter Michalak Track rubber
Pur E79 Don Worby  Sticker
Blk D94 Steve Curtis Coasters
After meeting activities: John Evans, author of 
the three books Proceed to Hawker, Quorn and 
Wilmington, talked about the Wilmington line and 
showed a number of photos of the line that did not 
make his book. He interspersed these pictures with 
questions which often showed our ignorance 
compared to his knowledge of the SAR and beyond.
Meeting closed at 10.00 p.m.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY MODELLERS ASSOCIATION Inc.
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING HELD AT DERNANCOURT ON 9 March 2011
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50 Years Ago: April 1961

• Editorial by ‘Tiny’ Edwards: “Without good trackwork, a model railroad is a headache.”
• Japanese Railways by Bill Coles: “… the trains are never, or very rarely, late … the accent is on 

cleanliness and service. The carriage was vacuumed every half hour during our trip.”
• The committee meeting was held at Stan Filsell’s house. Stan’s small portable layout was in 

operation before the meeting.
• Peter Beck reports on his trip to Melbourne. He learnt that VR paid 60% of the cost of building 

the Overland coaches and the SAR 40%, on the basis of the distance run in each state. Most of 
the freight stock in Victoria is 4-wheelers.

• Bridglands have Peco SL100X rail at 9/11 (99¢) a yard.
• Hornby Dublo BR coaches now have interior detail.

40 Years Ago: April 1971

• The first meeting has been held in our new hut at Mile End. Thank you to the small band of 
willing workers who have worked to get it ready.

• John Gordon retires as President.
• 526 will be retired shortly; hopefully 520 will be restored to full working order.
• The Victor Harbour tour was a success: 933 + 2 steel cars + aircon Pirie car + CD brake. 

SARMA in one steel car; a ladies’ choir in the next!
• Master Modeller Awards went to Paul Brooks for his centenary baggage car, and to Hugh 

Williams for his model of the Penfield signal cabin.
• Following the fire, and our move to Mile End, we have had requests from a Scout group, Ashford 

House and the Royal Show Committee to visit our layout. President John Gordon has replied 
“Come back in a couple of years.”

• The Electronics Australia magazine has devised a new type of thyristor controller.
• Bridglands will have a large selection of Protype metal kits.
• The debate about N scale continues: article by David Reece: “… at present I appear to be the only 

N gauger in SARMA…”
• John Nicholson: How to make lighted number boards: Stick letraset numbers on clear acetate 

sheet, paint the area black, when dry scrape off the letraset numbers, install the number boards.
• Cattle car construction night: thanks to Barrie Mac and Paul Brooks for working out the details.
• Plan: standard gauge SAR ballast hopper.

30 Years Ago: April 1981

• Final editorial by Stan Wilton: “… thank my daughter Sharon for typing the stencils…”
• A fire extinguisher will be installed in the Beltana annexe.

From 
The Buffer Stop
Archives

President: Norman Scanlon; Vice-Presidents: Stan Filsell, Don Willshire; Secretary: Don Snow; Treasurer: John 
Datson; Committee Members: Bob Monk, Bill Coles, Ron Bowes; Editor: Tiny Edwards; Sub-Editor: Trevor Carter.

President: John Gordon; Vice-Presidents: Trevor Carter, Bill Coles; Secretary: Bob Irvine; Treasurer: Roger 
Wheeler; Entertainment: Eric Milne; Librarian: Tony Sitters; Committee Members: Hugh Williams, Ray Zeffert; 
Editors: Peter Fehlberg, Phil Curnow

President: Tony Sitters; Vice-Presidents: Vic Kollosche, Len Redway; Secretary: Noel Potter; Treasurer: Barrie 
Mackinnon; Social Secretary: Dean Jackson; Layout: David Jameson; Maintenance: Allan Kitto; Librarian: Bill 
Lewis; Editors: Stan Wilton, Andrew Kollosche
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• The Club Layout, by David Jameson: it is based on SAR and SAR practice, and it models a route 
from Port Broughton – Snowtown – Burra – Eudunda – Murray Bridge – Tailem Bend. 
Grosvenor station is based on Tailem Bend, but its name is a tribute to Keith Norgrove. The 
layout is a mixture of past and present, fact and fantasy.

• The Model Centre has HO flexitrack at $2.85 per metre.
• Plan: 6000 gallon sulphuric acid tanker.

20 Years Ago: April 1991

• Construction project: SAR timber framed house by Don Bishop: 3 pages of instructions, 4 pages 
of drawings and 2 pages of photos.

• For Sale: exhaust fan, never used (purchased with wrong diameter) – Dean Jackson.
• Poem The Garden Railway Shed by Whib, “The Poet Lawry Ate.” [He hasn’t changed!]
• Hint: save those cardboard breakfast food cartons and use them for practising your modelling 

skills.

10 Years Ago: April 2001

• Centenary Cars of the SAR, by Darren Thomas and Harry Rush.
• AMRE has rejected the DECCA group’s application for membership of the Islington complex.
• Kadee have released the 58 series couplers, closer to HO scale.
• Photos of SARMA’s Mile End layout, by Bernard Martin.
• Photos of Geoff Snowdon’s layout, by Peter Carter.
• (Advertisement)
 Junction Models have moved to Shop 5, 449 Main North Road, near the new Harvey 
 Norman store, and next to AZTronics.

From 
The Buffer Stop
Archives (continued)

President: Peter Carter; Vice-Presidents: John Doherty, Bill Lewis; Secretary: Richard Ash; Treasurer: Don 
Snow; Layout Director: John Willmer; Exhibition Layout Director: Karlhans Eichinger; Social Director: Paul 
Mackinnon; Maintenance Director: Iain Kennedy; Librarian: Barrie Mackinnon; Editors: Darren Thomas, Harry 
Rush.

President: Roger Wyatt; Vice-Presidents: Trevor Carter, Rob Burford; Secretary: Austin Balnaves; Treasurer: 
Don Snow; Layout Director: John Willmer; Modular Layout Director: David Jameson; Maintenance Director: Dean 
Jackson; Social Director: Terry Jomartz; Librarian: Steven Masters; Editors: Brian Woods, Barry Horner

Our thanks go to those who have offered to keep the Achives page going.

50 years – Don Snow
20 years – Peter Michalak
10 years – David vander Linden

There are still vacancies for the 30 and 40 years sections. It will take half 
a Wednesday evening each month.

Contact the editors.
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South Australian Stations P2

Answers To Last Month’s Puzzle

Southern Metropolitan

1. Dark timber       Blackwood

2. Not a rose but almost as prickly     Hawthorn

3. English tree descends to the ground   Oaklands

4. Corned Loam       Coromandel (anagram)

5. Applause for the pig     Clapham (clap ham)

6. Sore men       Emerson (anagram)

7. Ear pin       Pinera (anagram)

8. Ted's place       Edwardstown

9. Hovel Castle      Hallets Cove (anagram)

10. If Elle faces west she sees the 1st part;    Seacliff (anagram if l faces)
 if she faces east she sees the 2nd.    (west is sea, east is cliff)

11. British Railways would have eight on, 
 but there's no E     Brighton (BReighton)

12. Roamin' in the gloamin - 
 but too hazardous so close to the rocks  Marino (anagram roamin’)

Further South

1. Unit near McLaren Vale     Tuni (anagram unit)

2. The sound of pain or pleasure    Moana (anagram a moan)

3. Bill from Hungary      Willunga

4. Badly butchering a pig     Hackham

5. Joyful long depression     Happy Valley

6. Ella might need a brolly     Reynella (rain Ella)

7. A lamp plus three and a bit     Pimpala (anagram a lamp+pi)

After the piece in last  month’s 
issue about the Government 
electrifying the “Christie Downs 
Line” 40 years after promising 
to do so, it has been pointed out 
to me that  in order to emulate 
the Government’s delay, a 
modeller in HO would have to 

run late by 1/87th of 40 years, 
i.e. 5½ months. We’ve all 
probably done that, so we 
should now have some feeling 
of sympathy for the Govern-
ment. Then again, perhaps not.

– Chris Marlow.
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End Of The Line Hobbies
74 Ocean Street, Victor Harbor

Wednesday thru to Sunday
10:00am to 4:30pm 

Ph: 85527900  Fax 8552 7933
Model Trains, Track & Accessories

DCC controllers, decoders (inc sound)
Model Kits (Trains, Planes, Ships, Boats, Military Vehicles, Cars & Trucks)

R/C Vehicles (Gas & Electric), R/C boats & yachts, R/C Planes & Helicopters
Spare parts & Fuel 

Scalextric and Die Cast Collectable Cars
Books, Magazines and DVDs

Model Paints, Brushes & Air Brushes
Scratch building materials, balsa

Modelling equipment, tools and glues.
For all ages beginner to expert 

Come in and have a look around; chat to Paul and Rodney about your modelling needs.
Email: shop@endofthelinehobbies.com.au

Web: www.endofthelinehobbies.com.au
When making a purchase, identify yourself as a member of SARMA,

and receive a 5% discount.
In addition, SARMA will receive a voucher to the same value.

Library Report  Allan Norris

Recent Additions to the Library:

Australian Railway History  April 2011
Dispatcher (SNAGS)   March 2011
Train Talk   Jan 2011
Model Railroader    April 2011

DVDs, Videos, Books & up to four Magazines to be charged at $1 per month.

mailto:shop@endofthelinehobbies.com.au
mailto:shop@endofthelinehobbies.com.au
http://www.endofthelinehobbies.com.au
http://www.endofthelinehobbies.com.au
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Specials for April 2011.

  Bachmann Train Set“Dynamis Sprinter set”(DCC)$399.00
  New Hornby locos just in stock.
   Hornby     “Devon Belle Pullman” …………… $335.00

            ,,        “ Eastern Valleys Express…   $255.00
              ,,        “Elite DCC”    ,,   ………….$250.00

    LGB         Passenger Set with “Stainz”Loco …..$540.00 
    Magnifier, Large illuminated, multi-position… $109.00 
        ,,            Junior        ,,          “bendy stalk”…..  $57.50
   Pace controllers-Powered single or dual … ..…..$179.00
       ,,         ,,     - Single  Hand held……………... $59.50          
     NCE Power Cab DCC  ……………………..$210.00
    Good Selection of TCS  Decoders from $34 to $50
     Trackrite Foam underlay in HO, N and Metre gauges.
     Good stocks of Floquil available.  

DCC Concepts- Cobalt Point Motors(Stall type), OO Station Lamps and OO 
Train Marker Lamps available.
Southline Railway Models Switches (for Peco PL10 point motors) $13.50 
Heljan English Diesel Locos  -  any one for ……………………...$190

     Proto 2000 – U28B or U30B locos, with DCC & Sound ……...…$320 each.         
  Athearn GP35 Locos – any name …………………………… … $105
       ,,       GP38-2 Locos – S/Fe, CSX, CP ……………………........ $85
       ,,       SD45 Locos -  UP, SP, Reading, Southern, Erie, GN, …$128.00
       ,,       SW1500 “Southern”, “CSX” + “Missouri Pacific” ……..$145.00       
              ,,         N Gauge Rolling stock , big range, 20% off retail.
   Wiking Police cars Like VN Commodore $18each.
      ,,,      1950 Royal Blue Duple bus (1:76 scale) $72    
   We stock  San Mateo Line signals 12% off retail.
  Agents for “MyLocoSound” units for DC or DCC $69.00(needs decoder for DCC)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
  Brian, Harry & Vic.    



The Buffer Stop

April 2011 9

5AM3 Melbourne-Adelaide freight at Lynton on Friday 18 March 2011, with six locos, 
NR63/29/24/82/105/75.                                        John Venning

Rx207 during its trial run on the South Coast, 6 March 2011.               Peter Michalak
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GENERAL MEETING NIGHTS
PRE-MEETING DINNER

NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE AND TIME

Members and visitors are invited to join us
for dinner from 6.00 p.m.

at RAGGIES BISTRO in the
Athelstone Football Club rooms,

150 George Street, Paradise,
[Note:- Not Gorge Road],

each meeting night
while we still meet at Dernancourt.

For a look at the menu, visit
http://www.athelstonefc.org.au 

Note:- Ring me on the morning as 
Raggies Bistro may not open on 

Wednesday nights in the new year.

Why not come straight from work to our
clubrooms (any time after 4.00 p.m.) and

assist us in collating this magazine, 
prior to the dinner.

Non-regulars please ring 8298 8571
no later than 11.00 a.m. that day.

Barrie Mackinnon,
Social Director.

Types of drawings:

Rollingstock 
outlines

Wagon and 
Locomotive

Construction 
Drawings

Electrical

Steam

Signals

Curve & 
Gradient

Station Yard 
Plans

Plan & 
Sections

Buildings

Bridges

Maps

Australian National Drawings
The drawings once held by Australian National are now 

available to the Public.
This includes both the SAR and CR drawings.

These plans are available to research and copy at

Inprotrans Pty Ltd
320 Churchill Road, Kilburn, SA 5084

(The old Islington Railway Workshops)
www.inprotrans.com  Email: mark@inprotrans.com
Phone: 8343 5349     Fax: 8343 5354

SARMA SALES

See Iain Kennedy

SARMA Pin Badges $7.00
“Rails and the River” Medallion $15.00

Bogies:
40 ton Round Lid, Solid Wheels $11.80
ANR XC $11.80
W Car Bogies $11.80

SEM Axles 10.5 x 25 mm  $1.10
Decals for SAR M, MG $2.50
SEM GY Kit  $15.00
SEM UB Van Kit $21.00
SEM E Wagon Kit $22.00

Kadee #5 Couplers $4.60
Kadee #158 Whisker Couplers $5.20

Delrin Bearings $5.30
11'6" Underframe Kits $8.80

PVA Glue, 2 litres $20.00

No. 2 self tapping screws, packs of 100:
4.5 mm $7.00
6 mm $8.00
9.5 mm $10.00

Packs of 20:
2-56 UNC 3/8" pan head screws $4.00
2-56 UNC nuts $5.00

SARMA Shirts (do you have one?) $30.00

http://www.athelstonefc.org.au/
http://www.athelstonefc.org.au/
http://www.inprotrans.com
http://www.inprotrans.com
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Buffer Stop Indexes

Buffer Stop  indexes have been compiled over 
the years by three of our members who have 
now generously  made them available for the 
benefit of other members. 

BS Index - 1968 to 2000, by Vic Kollosche and 
Bill Lewis

BS Index - May 1999 to April 2009, by  Don 
Snow

BS Index - Dec 1999 to Jun 2006, by Bill Lewis

They  are available on the SARMA website for 
downloading. If you want a printed copy contact 
Barrie for the details. 

Visit <www.sarma.asn.au>.
Send photos to Peter Michalak.

The bus will leave from
Junction Models car park,
445-449 Main North Road,

ENFIELD

at 8.30 a.m.

The cost [of t.b.a. $25 to $30 per person] 
includes morning tea, lunch and inspection 
of:-

SteamRanger’s Goolwa depot
Miniature railway

Display of LGB locos (etc)
A steam launch

And possibly Strathalbyn station
on the way home

Wear comfortable enclosed footwear and 
bring a folding chair with your name on it.

For catering and bus numbers please add 
your name to the list tonight, 
leave a message on 8298 8571,
or e-mail barrie@picknowl.com.au

Bus seats will only be available on receipt 
of payment.

If you find at the last minute that you 
cannot be at the pick-up  point  by 8.30 
a.m., please ring me on 8298 8571 before 
7.00 a.m. that morning.

Barrie Mackinnon,
Social Director.

Family Birthday Bus Tour to Goolwa & Clayton Bay
Saturday 28th May 2011

This space 
reserved
for your
article or

photo.

http://www.sarma.asn.au
http://www.sarma.asn.au
mailto:barrie@picknowl.com.au
mailto:barrie@picknowl.com.au
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The seven “P’s.” No, not the regular stops on 
the journey but Prior Planning and 
Preparation Prevents Pokey Poor 
Performance. I did my best to emulate our 
Layout Directors’ (Bob Houston and Dean 
Schluter) steady Plan and Direction that saw 
Florey Springs spring back to life: rewired, 
repaired and revived on time for Sandown.

For myself, I forgot to bring my glasses, 
camera and SARMA cap, and only one 
yellow shirt that will need three washes 
before it passes the Board of Control’s 
inspection. In response, our Committee 
“encouraged” me to learn from my more 
experienced colleagues by inviting me to 
write a Journal recording how we at SARMA 
manage a trip to an interstate exhibition.

It all started Friday morning at 4.00 a.m. 
when our club doubled the traffic on 
Adelaide’s roads to converge on Galvey Hall, 
Dernancourt. At that time of morning 
mistakes happen, such as the Nixons going to 
the wrong address to pick up “Big David” 
vander Linden. Yes David, your neighbours 
know it was one of your friends tooting in the 
driveway in the middle of the night.

At Galvey  Hall Terry Jomartz and Gordon 
Chaplin wagered that Dean would ask “are 
we there yet” before finding the lovely Lesby 
Burford at Littlehampton. They won; Dean 
first piped up on Portrush Road. Dean is an 
interesting old codger who doted gentlemanly 
for all Lesby’s comforts whilst torpedoeing 
poor David Holmes by photographing his 
mouth for future dental records. 

Our Drivers Bob Houston and “Big John” 
Gordon did a great job: no green gills, plenty 
of reading, sleeping and steady enough for 
Lesby and me to write in our journals. In 
Victoria we did become airborne several 
times (fortunately  Florey  Springs and trailer 
kept us anchored to the tarmac) as we passed 
several teams from the Department of Main 
Roads who were not-so-busy building new 
bumps in the road.  Now I understand why 15 
big strong men carried 15 poofy pillows on to 
the bus.

Morning tea at a Bordertown pit stop  allowed 
Big David to exercise his medical skills when 
he helped a local with nasty  condition who 
couldn’t/wouldn’t leave the only cubicle. In 
the interest  of good reading we won’t 
describe it further.

At Alexandria Lake and Gardens in Ararat, 
dodging ducky doings, we had a tasty 
chicken and vegetable lunch prepared by 
Driver Bob Houston; pity he packed one 
short and couldn’t have any.  All members at 
the picnic spot remarked how nice it  was to 
meet Jason the noisy council lawn mower 
man for the second year in a row. 

Bob’s replacement lunch was presented to 
him on the running board of a half full well 
watered cattle truck at the next fuel stop. 
Bob’s late lunch laced with the immensely 

Sandown 2011 Tim Leach
Photos by Graham Nixon, Dean Schluter and Dave Holmes



The Buffer Stop

April 2011 13

stronger aroma of cattle pee over duck pee 
amazingly did not dull his appetite.

Late in the afternoon the team announced 
during the drive through the Melbourne 
suburbs that they were switching from model 
railways to modelling prime movers with 
cement tankers, so they  could place penny 
bangers underneath them; such is the quiet 
nature of SARMA road rages. If it was a 
footy trip the bugger would have his door 
ripped open and ... let’s leave it there.

We arrived safe and sound at Sandown. 
Layout erection looked like the efficiency 
you see in the chaos of an ant colony. Every 
man and woman (Lesby and Theresa) 
contributed to the fastest ever setting up  of 
Florey Springs. Then bang! Crash! Then an 
“oh oh” followed by a dreaded silence: the 
terrorist Nod Wahorbi, armed with nitropil 
and a stolen SAR detonator, completely 
destroyed the mine facilities near Florey 
Springs and poor Don Worby heroically 
suffered minor injuries trying to prevent the 
matter. Big David quickly organised the 
removal of debris then set about quickly 
project managing the mine’s reconstruction.

Dinner on Friday was at a Chinese restaurant. 
At Table 1 an attractive Chinese waiter who 
had striking blond hair and botoxed lips met 
Dean’s often misunderstood usual gaze. On 
Table 2 “Little John” Hunt gave the waiter a 
sassy wink and a cheesy grin that sent the 
poor bloke blushing. Therefore it was no 
surprise that Table 1’s fried rice did not 
arrive, attracting Don’s extreme wrath by 
refusing to eat any  more until the fried rice 
arrived with what was left of his main meal. 
Our President Hugh nibbling prawn crackers 
(who was also on Table 1) said “isn’t the food 
good” which was very kind because his 
Chicken and Cashews was with the fried rice 
and had not yet arrived either. Meanwhile on 
Table 2, led by Little John, they had food and 
drink lavished onto them. Home time arrived 

and so did President Hugh’s dinner of which 
Hugh said “isn’t this food good” as he was 
dragged on to the bus only  having three 
prawn chips, a morsel of chicken and one 
cashew nut. On the bus Hugh led the 
discussion on how good the food was which 
we all agreed that on Little John’s Table 2 it 
was.

Early Saturday morning the Cabins passed 
Peter Pickering’s inspection and then we 
were off to finalise some setting up of the 
Layout.

Bob Fleet and “Little John” Hunt spent the 
early morning lifting and playing with the 
“Old Lady’s” skirts. David Jameson’s team of 
helpers was finally  on the level and Theresa 
reefed the barriers into place to keep the rug 
rats at bay. Big David vander Linden 
continued with minor construction repair 
project management. Dean was amazingly 
quiet while Bob Houston painted Florey 
Springs every colour but red.  We had track 
cleaners, wheel cleaners, lighteners, 
inspectors, testers and packer uppers and I sat 
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on my bum recording everything. It was 
wonderful to watch; not a supervisor was 
listened to, yet every one found a job and got 
on with it.

Big David presented his construction receipts 
to Treasurer Gordon who consulted with 
immediate past Treasurer David J who 
confirmed that 6 cans of Smirnoff and Cola 
was not a legitimate construction nor medical 
expense despite its medicinal properties. At 
the same time the short man who shouts a lot 
is telling us he will let us know if we need to 
evacuate if there is a fire; which was odd. I 
didn’t think anyone would need to be told to 
skedaddle if we are on fire.

The doors are open; the kids and crowds are 
in; and the DCC inner track is stalled! Kaput! 
Not working! And President  Hugh, smiling 
graciously directs all four DC trains around 
the outer track to the delight of the bug-eyed 
crowd.

It is now Saturday afternoon and all is 
running well – even DCC when signals are 
obeyed. Late in the day President Hugh was 
seen operating the 5'3" Pirie express trailing a 
rake of 4'8½" Ghan carriages, much to 
chagrin of a 9 year old Victorian lad. (Bright 
kids in Victoria; pity  they grow up to be 
Victorians). 

The DCC table was a great  success: Dean and 
Big John Gordon had DCC running at infinite 
slope. Seriously, there was a constant and 
genuine interest by the public on how to set 
up DCC. Led by Dean we helped dozens of 
people over the three days.

On the DCC table we demonstrated how easy 
DCC was to install on the new 930s. No DC 
930 was safe from Big David and Dean. By 
mid-Sunday  morning only President Hugh’s 
well hidden 930 had not been nabbed and 
Lenzed. How many 956s fit  into a Lenz 
controller? 956; 0956; 1956; 2956 … 9956.  
That is 11 x 956s. If it was NCE it could hold 
up to number 99956!

For the whole exhibition whenever I turned 
around the short man who shouts a lot was 
bustling about keeping us confined to the 
building and off the grass. Later in the 
lunchroom serviced by lovely ladies buttering 
sticky  buns for us, I mused what chaos there 
would be without an angry ant who shouts. 
Peaceful bedlam and unhappy customers I 
suspect. 

On Saturday night we congregated at the 
Chevrolet Club because the dinner was free 
(nice people in Melbourne). 

The short man who shouts a lot was again in 
charge and instructed that tables must march 
past the counter in formation order. Table 2 
then 5 followed by 8, 4, .... and Table 1 
logically last. Yes poor President Hugh was 
last on Table 1 and commented on how 
superb the food was and this time we all 
agreed. A good time was had by all.

Sunday morning and our Cabin passes Peter’s 
inspection. Florey Springs is running like 
DC; smoothly  and well controlled (relatively 
speaking) for the whole day. Meanwhile on 
the DCC Demonstration Desk Dean was now 
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Sandown 2011 (continued) Tim Leach
into a well controlled rhythm.  “Next! Is it a 
Lenz Chip?” “Yes.” “Then your track is 
dirty.” “Next! Is it a Lenz Chip?” “No.” 
“Then scrap it and buy  a Lenz chip.” “Next! 
Is it a Lenz....” and so we continued. If Dean 
took commission from Lenz he would be a 
wealthy man.

On Sunday  night we visited Frank Kelly  and 
his partner Gwen to see his scratch built SAR 
and Victorian collection of steam era 
locomotives and rolling stock. Gwen's tea 
and cake was an excellent dessert following 
the pub meal with a new tasty chef. Don’t  ask 
questions; it was on the sign outside the Pub!

The display of Frank’s models had us all in 
indescribable awe. When it was Peter’s turn 
to march past the diorama and display  case, 
his face said it all.

Big John Gordon was so impressed with 
Frank’s 4 mm scale 5'3" immaculately 
detailed and weathered track that he asked 
Frank “What paint  did you use on the rails?” 
“Brown” was Frank’s reply. Such is the 
humble and unassuming nature of Frank.

Frank is truly  Australia’s most pre-eminent 
modeller of rolling stock, and it  was a 

pleasure to experience his models and 
observe his work bench, and it was an honour 
to listen to his every  word. For me the couple 
of hours with Frank was the highlight of our 
expedition.

Monday morning and Peter’s cabin 
inspection is complete. Florey Springs is 
operating perfectly  until “Little John” Hunt 
took control of the DC Outer Track. With two 
trains out and an ugly rear-ending impending, 
Little John’s solution was to select reverse, to 
the cry of the 7 year old lad “look Dad, they 
all go backwards at the same time.” Just goes 
to show if you teach an old dog DCC he can’t 
just slip  back into DC. Once converted there 
is no going back.

Tuesday morning, and Peter Pickering failed 
his own Cabin inspection. Back on the 
highway, and a fleet of cement tankers turned 
up to escort Bob Houston and his little bus 
and big trailer to make sure we left the State 
with the threat of more to come if we ever 
returned.

The story continues for the rest of the trip 
home but time and patience (wasn’t that an 
excellent layout) has run out and the rest of 
the Journal will be written another day.

I conclude this chapter of my 
confrabricational Journal by thanking the 
SARMA Committee in allowing me not only 
to join my colleagues on our trip but also 
inviting me to write this record that I believe 
truly describes the camaraderie and 
professionalism of our great Club in 2011.
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SARMA Visit to
Frank Kelly

Not only is Frank supreme at 
loco construction, he's a dab 
hand with scenery too.

Look at  the scenery around 
and behind Firefly, the only 
loco that Frank has built 
without a flywheel.   Can't 
think why; perhaps he wanted 
a motor in it.

The tank in front of the 
plumbers is real; the plumbers 
is a flat.

– Peter Pickering

Violence at Sandown!

… and this is before Nixo had read 
Tim's article...
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SARMA, Sandown and DCC Dean Schluter

Having the Exhibition layout running on DC 
for the outer and DCC for the  inner proved, 
after a period of learning by doing, to be a 
successful exercise, in that we were running 
more trains, which attracted more of the 
public’s attention.

After the first day’s mild panic when 
occasionally an accidental short shut down a 
section of the layout, and with the operators 
not being totally sure how to reset the system, 
I found I was being called upon less and less 
to correct things. The operators quickly learnt 
how to put engine numbers into the hand 
pieces and they were enjoying running more 
trains using all locos available on the layout; 
and even running a stoney  or freight in and 
out of the station yard.

I think we may have won over some DC 
thinking members, because David Van and I 
had requests to fit decoders in their locos. 

Apart from one of the new frog switches 
coming out of adjustment, disabling one loop 

in the big yard for a while, things seemed to 
go well.  

When we were asked by Brian Comport to 
conduct an information desk to explain the 
basics of DCC, I did not  have a clue how this 
would work. A pair of tables, a board with 
track and points were waiting for us; plus a 
pile of handouts that I had written for Brian to 
print, explaining simply the DCC Idea and 
how to connect decoders. Bob Houston 
kindly  lent me his Set 90 System that he had 
just purchased, so David Vander Linden and I 
set about fitting decoders. We did not seem to 
be getting many done because of the 
questions we were being asked by the public; 
heck it was working.

I would like to thank David as well as other 
members we threw in the deep end when we 
had lunch etc. I think it amazed some how 
much they could pass on to the people. Even  
NCE Tim was flogging the Lenz system. 
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What is DCC?

Digital Command Control gives you the ability to operate many individual trains anywhere on 
a model railway independently of each other at the same time.

The FLOREY SPRINGS display has the older method of control on the outer track where only 
one train can run at a time. However the inner tracks and station tracks can support many trains 
at the same time because it has Digital Command Control installed and therefore more 
operators can control more trains at  the same time. The locomotives are fitted with small 
electronic receivers and will only respond to commands sent to it by the operator controlling it 
via the train tracks it runs on. 

Fitting DCC Decoders to locomotives

All NMRA approved decoders are bound by a set  of rules that all manufacturers must abide by, 
therefore the basic functions of all decoders will be the same. 

All functions of a decoder are governed by the value placed in memory locations called “CVs - 
configuration variables” most of which can be altered by you, on an isolated programming 
track.

The first 1 to 5 control the basics, e.g.
CV 1  Engine address (can be the engine road number).
CV 2  Motor start voltage (used to make the loco start on notch 1)
CV 3  Acceleration rate
CV 4  Deceleration
CV 5  Maximum speed
CV 6  Mid speed
CV 29  Collective value for Travel forward, Run on DC, two digit or four digit loco 
 address, directional lighting.

There are many others that control other functions, which can vary from manufacturer to 
manufacturer.

When fitting a decoder two basic things must be done:
1. Isolate the motor from the frame in regard to Athearn locos having the chassis supply the 

motor terminal direct.
2. Get the polarity correct. Imagine you are sitting in the cab of your loco: the right hand 

wheels will connect to the RED lead of the decoder, and the left hand wheels must connect 
to the BLACK lead of the decoder. 
The  ORANGE lead of the decoder connects to the motor terminal that was connected  to 
the RH wheel.
The GREY lead connects to the motor terminal that was connected to the LH wheel. 
The WHITE lead connects to the front head light
The YELLOW lead to the rear light.
The BLUE lead is the common positive to both lights. If you have LED lights, the long leg 
of both front and rear LEDs go to the blue wire of the decoder via a 1000 ohm resistor, and 
the shorter leg of the front LED goes to the WHITE lead, and the rear LED shorter leg to 
the YELLOW lead.

Test the loco on a programming track to prove your work first.

Dean's DCC Handout
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Peter Michalak has given our website 
a new look.

Go to www.sarma.asn.au and see for 
yourself.

If you have any good photos to add to 
the gallery, send them to him at 
<petemichalak1987@gmail.com>. If 

you have a really  good one, he might 
use it  to replace the Bluebird at 
Liralau at the top of the home page.

If you'd like to try downloading The 
Buffer Stop pdf, in glorious colour, 
contact the editors or Pete for the 
instructions.

SARMA Website

Help!!
I remember reading an article about a helix in a magazine sometime in the 
past year. With the article there was a template of an 8 x 4 sheet marked 
with parts of circular trackbed, so you were able to cut out the maximum of 
trackbed with the minimum of wastage.
I’ve gone through the copies of Model Railroader and AMRM but can’t 
find it.
Does anyone remember it? Can anyone locate it?

– Chris Marlow.

http://www.sarma.asn.au
http://www.sarma.asn.au
mailto:petemichalak1987@gmail.com
mailto:petemichalak1987@gmail.com
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PORTER LEIGH'S PUZZLE LAND
Porter Leigh lives in Puzzle Land where life isn't meant to be easy.
Can you help him by solving these puzzles? - Answers next month.

Spare a mooment.

Back in 1870, with the opening of the first  regular transcontinrntal railway service, an 
enterprising young farmer decided that he could make money shipping milk from Mooana Flats 
to Arthurtown by train. To make it pay, he would have to find a way to ship  it without freezing it 
or refrigerating it. He also couldn't  afford cans, bottles, or containers of any  kind. Finally, after 
working on the problem for weeks he came up with a solution. 
How did he do it?

oooo OOOOOOOO - OOOOOOOO oooo

Tickets please

One day Porter Leigh was selling tickets when Lee Mealone and her three children came to the 
window. 
"How old are the children?" asked Porter Leigh.
"If you multiply together the ages of all my children the result is 60," replied Mrs Mealone. 
"Dividing that by the age of the eldest gives you the sum of the ages of all three."
How old are the children?

oooo OOOOOOOO - OOOOOOOO oooo

It's a piece of cake

To celebrate Porter Leigh's twenty-first birthday a few years ago another porter brought in a 
beautiful round fruit-cake to share at the porters morning crib break.
What is the minimum number of cuts Porter Leigh need make in order that he and the other 
seven porters should all have an equal share of the cake?

oooo OOOOOOOO - OOOOOOOO oooo

Knock, knock,.Who's there?. Twain, .Twain who?. Twains are what wabbits take twips on.

 Q:   What did one train carriage say to the other?    A.   "Let’s get hitched!'

Porter Leigh's Ponder Line:- When companies ship Styrofoam, what do they pack it in?
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Answers to last month’s puzzles:
Road Train(er).  He lives at Enfield, 'N' being the fourteenth letter of the alphabet. Against the wind he runs 15 
kilometres in an hour. With the wind he runs 20 kilometres in an hour. The difference is 5 kilometres an hour. Half 
of this is 2.5 kilometres. Therefore, the velocity of the wind is 2.5 kilometres per hour.  So, on a calm day he runs 
17.5 kilometres per hour, the difference between 15 kilometres and 20 kilometres or 3 minutes 26 seconds per 
kilometre. [3600 seconds (in 60 mins) divided by 17.5 kilometres = 205.7 seconds per kilometre]. [Any similarity 
between the above and a certain railway modeller (When He Is Busy) is purely coincidental].

Re-potting: If it takes 1½ men 1½ days to re-pot 1½ geraniums, ½ a man will re-pot ½ a geranium in that time. Thus 
one man will re-pot one geranium in 1½ days. In six days, one man will re-pot four geraniums and 1½ will re-pot 
six. So, putting them together, 2½ men will re-pot ten geraniums (in ten pots).
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RailShow Advert on Channel 7

A SARMA advertisement for the RailShow 
will be shown 22 times on Channel 7 in the 
two weeks from 3 April to 16 April. It will 
be seen in the following programs: Sunrise, 

Weekend Sunrise, It’s Academic, Deal or 
No Deal, Disney Movie, and in the 
programs on the morning of Saturday  16th 
April from 0630 to 1100.
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